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January 1st marked the halfway mark of my term as your
representative on the Board of Supervisors. I want you to
know that it has been and remains an honor to serve you!
Being that we're at the halfway mark, I would appreciate
your feedback regarding my performance. Please let me
know how I am doing for you at
tony.buffington@loudoun.gov.
I hope you find this update helpful and informative. Please
let me know if there is ever anything I can do for you.
All my best,
Tony

Veterans - Please consider joining this new Facebook
page:

Transportation Improvement Program Updates
Traffic congestion relief, enhanced connectivity and improved safety are some of my
top priorities. As such, my staff and I have worked with my colleagues, county staff,
VDOT, developers, and others, to fund several new projects and to accelerate many
previously planned and much needed improvements for the Blue Ridge District!

EASTERN BLUE RIDGE DISTRICT PROJECTS
Belmont Ridge Road (BRR): These projects widen Belmont Ridge Rd from two to
four lanes and install traffic lights at critical intersections. See below for details:


Gloucester Parkway to Hay Road: This project widens BRR to four lanes
from Hay Rd to Gloucester Pkwy. The project also constructs a bridge over
the W&OD Trail and a direct connection from the shared-use path
along BRR to the W&OD Trail. It also constructs a parking lot for trail users. In
the previous quarter, construction continued with southbound bridge
substructure and approach roadway mechanically stabilized earth walls,
erosion & sediment control, earthwork, storm sewer and storm water
management activities, fine grading and preparation for asphalt placement,
and signage and signalization. Additionally, the northbound roadway sound
wall was completed. A traffic shift occurred in December moving traffic
on BRR to the new northbound roadway. In this quarter, construction
activities continue and the south bound bridge superstructure, approach

slabs, and embankments are expected to be completed. Construction
completion is planned for December of 2018.


Truro Parish Drive to Northstar Boulevard (south of Croson): This project
designs and constructs two additional lanes of BRR from Truro Parish Dr to
Northstar Blvd. Road plans were approved in June of 2017. In this quarter,
DTCI staff and the design consultant, Dewberry, continued working with
Loudoun Water, Dominion, and Verizon to finalize easement documents for
utility relocations. Offer letters to acquire ROW have been sent to 14 property
owners and three offer letters have been signed. In the next quarter, ROW
acquisition will continue. Project completion is scheduled for Fall of 2020.



Belmont Ridge and Northstar Boulevard Signal: An interim safety
solution is currently in place at the intersection. The long term solution (full
access traffic signal) was approved in July of 2016. Notice to Proceed was
issued in August of 2017. Construction of long term solution began in October
of 2017. This construction includes a new traffic signal, pavement markings,
pedestrian crosswalks and ADA compliant ramps. Because of the
necessary milling, paving and restriping needed to complete the final
condition, drivers should expect temporary construction measures to include
things like barrels, signage and temporary stop conditions in the coming
weeks. Weather dependent, it is now anticipated that the project will conclude
around early to mid April of 2018.



Shreveport to Evergreen Mills Road: This is a new project I was able to get
added to the CIP during the 2017 CIP process with funding in FY22 and

future years. This project widens the BRR from two to four lanes
between Shreveport Rd and Evergreen Mills Rd. The project also includes a
bridge over the Broad Run Creek.


Belmont Ridge Bridge Over the Greenway: The county's long term plan is
to widen the bridge and add pedestrian accommodations and a sound wall;
however, VDOT is making progress on an interim solution in order to reduce
traffic congestion asap. The interim project will increase the number of lanes
from one lane to two lanes in each direction while maintaining the northbound
left turn lane from BRR westbound onto the Greenway (without widening the
existing bridge). It will also add two-foot shoulders on both sides of BRR. The
area north of the bridge will undergo minor pavement improvements and
restriping along with Ashburn Farm Pkwy/Sycolin Rd traffic signal
adjustments and retiming. The area south of the bridge will undergo more
significant reconstruction of the roadway's approach and the ramps to
and from eastbound Dulles Greenway. The project will also include a new
traffic signal on BRR's intersection with the westbound on and off ramps for
the Greenway. In August of 2017 this project was identified for acceleration to
enable construction to begin in 2019 rather than 2020 as originally planned.
rather than the original plan of 2020. Advertisement for construction
is anticipated to occur in December of 2018 with construction to begin in early
2019.

Belmont Ridge and Evergreen Mills Road Intersection Safety Improvements:
Based on safety concerns brought to my attention by the Briarfield Estates HOA, I
have requested that VDOT consider the installation of flexible delineator posts in the
areas designated below. On January 22, 2018, VDOT advised they had received and
would consider my request. If approved and installed, these measures would mitigate
intersection safety concerns from southbound Evergreen Mills Rd traffic improperly
utilizing the Briarfield Lane right turn lane to pass vehicles waiting to turn left from

southbound Evergreen Mills Rd onto Belmont Ridge Rd. It would also alleviate
additional safety concerns from northbound Evergreen Mills Rd traffic utilizing the
unpaved shoulder to pass vehicles waiting to turn left onto Briarfield Lane. This would
be a temporary safety improvement until the segment of Evergreen Mills from
Belmont Ridge Rd to Stone Springs Blvd is widened from two to four lanes, currently
scheduled for completion in January of 2023.

Braddock Road & Summerall Drive/Supreme Drive Signal: This project will
construct a traffic signal and turn lanes at the intersection of Braddock Rd and
Summerall Dr/Supreme Dr. The missing half section of Braddock Rd near the
intersection will be widened from two to four lanes. Notice to proceed with design
was issued in March of 2017. The first phase of design plans were received by VDOT
and the county in August of 2017. The Department of Transportation and Capital
Infrastructure is completing preliminary engineering for intersection improvements at
Braddock Road and Summerall Drive/Supreme Drive and associated roadway
improvements along Braddock Road between Kilkeen Way/Crested Wheat Drive and
Foley Headwaters Street. A community meeting was held at Pinebrook Elementary
School in January of 2018, where design concepts were presented and staff received
public input. Click here to view the handout from the public information session and
here to view sketches of the proposed intersection changes.
Braddock Road & Northstar Intersection Improvements: My office is seeking
construction of a much needed signal or roundabout at this intersection which was
upgraded from a two-way-stop to its current all-way-stop configuration in 2016. In
December of 2016 the Kirkpatrick West developer paid to conduct a Signal Warrant
Analysis, which failed to meet VDOT Warrant to justify the need for a signal;
however, my office was not notified and for several months believed the developer
was moving forward with installation of its proffered traffic signal. Because the signal
failed to meet VDOT Warrant, the developer paid a lump sum to the County in lieu of
signal installation, thus leaving responsibility for installation of the signal with VDOT.
Due to the rate of growth in Loudoun VDOT has been unable to accommodate
demand for roadway improvements; therefore, Loudoun began funding its own road
improvements in 2012 in order to reduce traffic congestion and maintain quality of life
for residents. In 2017, Loudoun conducted a countywide uncontrolled intersection
study in order to create a prioritized list of intersections most in need of signal
installation. The intersection scored well, receiving a 4 out of 5 priority rating (5 being
intersections most in need). Based on this score along with current and planned

future growth, I have worked with VDOT and received agreement to utilize future
growth data - which VDOT normally does not do - in order to aid the intersection in
meeting the next Warrant Study. The Board has now approved funding to move
forward with an intersection study in order to help justify and accelerate the
signal. Once the signal is warranted, I will work with Supervisor Letourneau and
my other colleagues on the Board to allocate the remaining funding needed for
design and construction. As always, I will keep you informed as additional information
becomes available.
Braddock Road/Trailhead Drive/Grassland Grove Drive, All-Way-Stop Signs: My
office requested a VDOT traffic study be conducted for possible installation of an allway-stop due to increased safety concerns resulting from the recent connection of
Trailhead Dr from Braddock Rd to Rt 50, and the upcoming opening of Willard Middle
School scheduled to open in the Fall of 2018. Unfortunately, the intersection failed to
meet VDOT approval for the requested all-way-stop. We are currently looking into
LCPS's traffic study for data that may help further justify the need in hopes of
obtaining approval ASAP. I have also added a new project for a roundabout at this
intersection to the proposed 2019 CIP additions which the Board will consider as part
of the FY-19 Capital Improvement Program process.
(Brambleton) Increased Fines for Speeding: In working with the Brambleton HOA,
my office recently requested VDOT speed studies along multiple high pedestrian use
roadways within Brambleton in hopes of obtaining approval for the installation of
multiple "Speeding Additional $200 Fine" zones. VDOT has concluded the
studies and approved our request for the following zones:




Legacy Park Dr (from Olmsted Dr to Belmont Ridge Rd)
Legacy Park Dr (from Belmont Ridge Rd to Ryan Rd, by Legacy Elementary)
Fallen Hills Dr (from Creighton Rd to Minerva Dr, by Creighton's Corner
Elementary)

Additionally, Minerva Dr (from Legacy Park Dr to Creighton Rd) did not meet the
average minimum speed of 30 mph necessary for eligibility, and Olympia Dr was not
part of the VDOT system when the speed study was conducted. As Such, Olympia
Dr will require an additional study under VDOT's new traffic calming parameters. The
Item for Board of Supervisor approval of the recommended zones will be presented
for Board consideration at the March 22, 2018, Business Meeting.

Claiborne Parkway Missing Link (Croson Lane - Ryan Road): This project
constructs Claiborne Pkwy as a four lane median divided roadway from Ryan Rd to
Croson Ln with a traffic signal at the intersections of Claiborne and Croson, and
Claiborne and Ryan. Phillips Construction was awarded the construction contract in
March of 2017. In this quarter, storm pipe installation continued, box culvert
construction approached completion and curb, gutter and base paving were
underway at the north end of the project. In the next quarter, storm water pond #2
and storm pipe installation are planned for completion and earthwork will continue in
preparation for Spring curb, gutter and paving activities. Construction completion is
planned for late Summer of 2018.

Claiborne Parkway & Loudoun County Parkway Signal: A signal at this
intersection has been identified as critical upon completion and opening of
the Claiborne Pkwy missing link (from Croson Ln to Ryan Rd) currently scheduled for
late Summer of 2018. As such, I requested that a traffic signal warrant study based
on future conditions be completed as soon as possible. This signal was proffered by
Toll Brothers and I am happy to report that the study returned in November of 2017
and the intersection has met warrant as I had hoped. In January of 2018, contracted
traffic engineers submitted the study for final approval by VDOT. Once approved, Toll
Brothers will submit plans to VDOT for signal installation. My office will continue
efforts to accelerate construction of the signal and will keep you informed as
additional updates become available.
Creighton Road (Northstar Boulevard - Evergreen Mills Road): This segment
was constructed by the Brambleton developer who opened the road to traffic in
July of 2017. Signals for both the Evergreen Mills Rd and Northstar intersections
have been approved by VDOT based on warrant studies requested by my office. See
below for signal details:


Evergreen Mills Road/Creighton Road/Fleetwood Road Signal: At my
request, a warrant study was completed ahead of schedule and the
intersection was able to meet warrant based on future conditions which
VDOT does not usually allow. The signal is currently in design phase and is
scheduled to be installed and activated on or about October of 2018. I will
continue to work with the Brambleton developer and VDOT to accelerate this
project in hopes of completion prior to the 2018/2019 School year.



Northstar Boulevard & Creighton Road Signal: At my request, a warrant
study was completed ahead of schedule and the intersection was able to
meet warrant based on future conditions which VDOT does not usually allow.
The signal is currently in design phase and is scheduled to be installed and
activated on or about October of 2018. I will continue to work with the
Brambleton developer and VDOT to accelerate this project in hopes of
completion prior to the 2018/2019 School year.

Note: As an interim safety measure at the Northstar Blvd & Creighton Rd
intersection, as it is the primary access point for two schools and ongoing residential
development, at my request, the Brambleton developer has installed an all-waystop until the signal is installed and operational.
Dulles West Boulevard (future segment located west of Northstar Boulevard):
This segment is currently shown on the Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP);
however, it has not been funded in the county's Capital Improvement Plan. For the
following reasons, I do not believe the addition of this segment is necessary, nor do
I feel it would serve the greater good for Loudoun or area residents:










The logical alignment is obstructed by a large existing lake sometimes
referred to as Quail Run Lake. This would force a northward turn in the
alignment between established communities and would negatively impact
dozens of existing residents.
The alignment would need to cross below the existing Quail Run Lake dam
which would raise additional engineering, flooding and
environmental concerns.
To the extent that additional clearing and grading would remove tree
coverage and future open space areas, leaving the area undisturbed would
allow for buffers between existing communities.
The commercially zoned properties closer to Route 50 that could possibly
benefit from this segment would likely not be served by the ultimate
alignment.
Current and future traffic can be sufficiently accommodated by other existing
and planned area transportation network improvements.

For these reasons, I will continue to move forward with my request the remove this
future segment of roadway from the CTP as part of the Envision Loudoun process. I
am hopeful that my colleagues on the Board will support this effort and I appreciate
the community support I have received from Willowsford residents.

Brambleton Frontage Widening of Evergreen Mills Road: The Brambleton
developer is proffered to eventually widen the northbound lane of a section of
Evergreen Mills Rd along its frontage from Creighton Rd to an area south of Ryan
Rd. I will keep you informed as additional updates and a timeline for completion
become available.

Evergreen Mills Road & Shreveport Drive: I previously worked with VDOT and the
Brambleton developer to finalize the below pictured alignment for Shreveport Dr and
Evergreen Mills Rd (EMR). This alignment will allow for the full use of both
roadways into the future. VDOT and county staff have approved all aspects of this
project. The Brambleton developer has been actively working with NOVEC
to coordinate the necessary right-of-way and utility relocation for this alignment. On
February 26, 2018, I was advised that NOVEC has yet to respond to Brambleton's
right-of-way request. As such, I contacted NOVEC in hopes of expediting the review
and approval process, and on February 28, 2018, NOVEC advised that the
necessary right-of-way process has now been completed. I am also contacting VDOT
in hopes of expediting its review and approval of Brambleton's Maintenance of Traffic
Plan request. On February 29, 2018, I contacted Brambleton to request that they
schedule Miss Utility in order to determine whether or not we are going to have an
issue with undocumented fiber buried within the new right-of-way which could delay
construction. Undocumented fiber has become a major issue on several county
projects and has caused delays of up to a year and a half in order to determine
ownership and have them relocate it so that construction can begin. Unfortunately
there is no state law requiring internet companies to obtain county permits or even
notify the county when burying their fiber so the only way we are able to find out is
when we run into it during construction of new projects. Loudoun has tried to address
this issue through our state legislative agenda in order to get the state to pass a law
to require documentation of ownership and location of all new fiber installed;
however, to date the internet service provider lobbyist have been successful in
preventing passage of any such law. As Virginia is a Dillon Rule state, the county
cannot legislate on issues where the state has not given us the authority to do so.
That being said, the county's hands are currently tied when encountering this
issue. Hopefully, we won't encounter it on this project! As always, I will continue to
keep you informed as additional updates become available.
It should be noted that there were previous plans to cul-de-sac EMR upon the full
opening of Shreveport Dr. This would have allowed only local residential traffic on
EMR from Belmont Ridge Rd to the EMR cul-de-sac near Shreveport and Somerset
Crossing Place. I opposed that plan and am pleased to have found a viable solution
that will keep all roads connected and open for use in order to reduce traffic
congestion to the maximum extent possible.

Click this link for a larger graphic of the Shreveport/Evergreen Mills Alignment
Evergreen Mills Road & Stone Springs Boulevard Turn Lane: On December 5,
2017, the Board unanimously approved my Board Member Initiative to design and
construct the below pictured right hand turn lane from southbound Evergreen Mills
Rd onto Stone Springs Blvd. This improvement will increase safety and reduce traffic
congestion until this segment of Evergreen Mills Rd is widened from two to four lanes
which is currently scheduled for completion in January of 2023. Currently,
construction is scheduled to begin in September of 2019, and end in March of 2020. I
appreciate my colleagues for supporting this item.

Evergreen Mills Road & Watson Road Safety Audit: On December 5, 2017, the
Board approved a joint Board Member Initiative brought forward by myself and
Catoctin District Supervisor Geary Higgins, to "Identify funds to engage a

transportation safety consultant to develop a scope of work and plan to conduct a
safety audit of Route 621 - Evergreen Mills Road between Battlefield Parkway and
Loudoun County Parkway, and Route 860 - Watson Road between Evergreen Mills
Road and Route 50, and return to a future Board of Supervisors meeting with a cost
estimate." Originally, this Item was limited to Evergreen Mills Road; however, when
making the Motion I added Watson Road.
With approval of the above Motion, the Board authorized of $1,012,506 from the FY
2017 Fund Balance to fund the Safety Audit and installation of six pole mounted
speed display signs. The duration to complete the study is approximately 52 weeks
from the issuance of notice to proceed to the consultant. Preliminary findings will
be presented to the Board at approximately 28 weeks into the project in order to
receive further direction from the Board.
The six Pole Mounted Speed Display Signs (PMSD) to be installed along Evergreen
Mills and Watson Roads (actual locations yet to be determined) will provide real-time,
dynamic display of a driver's vehicular speed. These displays are typically installed in
conjunction with the regular speed limit signs in order to provide drivers with
immediate confirmation of their actual speed in relation to the posted speed limit.
Additionally, in working with my office and County staff, VDOT has taken action to
address a number of safety issues by implementing roadway improvements and
enhanced roadway maintenance. These actions include:












Trimmed and removed vegetation within the public right of way on all
approaches of the Evergreen Mills Rd/Watson Rd intersection
Improved pavement marking and signage at the Evergreen Mills Rd/Watson
Rd ad the Evergreen Mills Rd/Reservoir Rd intersections
Relocated Stop Bar road markings closer to the intersections for improved
sight lines
Added "Stop Ahead" road marking to the Watson Rd approach to Evergreen
Mills Rd
Adjusted Watson Rd centerline leading up to Evergreen Mills Rd in order to
provide improved safety and channelization
Installed High Friction road surface treatments to the north and southbound
Evergreen Mills Rd approaches to Watson Rd
Installed two battery powered flashers along the north and
southbound Evergreen Mills Rd approaches to Watson Rd. Dominion Power
has been contacted to provide permanent power to the flashers; however, at
this time there is no estimate as to when permanent power will be made
available.
VDOT conducting Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis and Justification Report for
the intersection of Evergreen Mills Rd/Watson Rd. (draft report anticipated for
January 2018 completion)
VDOT procured consultant to prepare Active Intersection Warning System
evaluation and conceptual plan (draft report is anticipated for February 2018
completion)



County consultant to collected speed, volume, and classification data in
vicinity of the Evergreen Mills Rd/Watson Rd intersection. Data was collected
for the entire Watson Road corridor and along Evergreen Mills Rd on the
approaches to Watson Rd.

As always, I will keep you informed as progress continues.
Evergreen Mills Road & Watson Road Intersection: In September of 2016, my
office identified this intersection as one of the most unsafe in our District. Since that
time I've worked feverishly with VDOT and county staff to identify, fund and
implement immediate, short, and long term safety improvements. To date, we have
identified and implemented several immediate and short term improvements (more to
come); added a new project to the county's Six-Year Capitol Improvement
Project (CIP) to fund construction and possible re-alignment of the Evergreen Mills
Rd (EMR) and Watson Rd, and EMR and Reservoir Rd intersections, with the goal of
improving traffic flow and safety (currently funded in FY22. I will try to accelerate
funding in this years CIP process); and began the process of conducting safety
audits of both EMR and Watson Road (see above, "Evergreen Mills Rd & Watson Rd
Safety Audit" update). As many of you know, on September 8, 2017, we suffered
the tragic loss of Erin Kaplan to an accident at this intersection. Please know that I
remain committed as ever to identify, fund, accelerate and implement both immediate
and long term improvements. As always, I will keep you informed as additional
information becomes available.
No Thru Truck Restrictions On Goshen: The Board is considering a proposed no
through-truck restriction on Sacred Mountain St from Northstar Blvd to Goshen Rd;
Goshen Rd from Sacred Mountain St to Marwood Dr; Marwood Dr from Goshen Rd
to Lenah Mill Blvd; and Lenah Mill Blvd from Marwood Dr to John Mosby Hwy. As
such, a VDOT public hearing will be held on March 15, 2018, to consider whether or
not the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) will complete the
implementation of a no through-truck restriction on these roads as approved by the
BOS.

Dulles West Boulevard, Route 606 & Route 50 Intersection Concerns: At my
request - based on your suggestions - VDOT recently considered the possibility of
converting the rightmost through lane of Rt 606 southbound for traffic continuing
south into the South Riding community into a combined through and right hand turn
(onto westbound Rt 50) lane; however, VDOT determined that doing so would result
in a decreased level of service for a number of reasons. Having studied the
intersection, VDOT now believes that an additional dedicated southbound Rt 606
right turn lane onto westbound Rt 50 will be needed as an interim solution prior to
construction of the planned Rt 606/Rt 50 Interchange. Based on this information, on
February 20, 2018, the Finance Committee directed staff to develop CIP scenarios
that include consideration of smaller scale improvements to the Route 50 and Route
606 Interchange project which could include an additional southbound Rt 606 right
hand turn lane onto Rt 50 westbound.

In addition, VDOT has increased the green light signal time for eastbound Dulles
West Blvd traffic turning onto Rt 606 which they believe will reduce cuing at the Rt
606/Rt 50 Intersection.
Mooreview Parkway Missing Link: This project is constructing Mooreview Pkwy as
a four lane median divided roadway from Croson Ln to Old Ryan Rd. It also includes
a shared use path on one side of the road and a sidewalk on the other in order to
improve access in the area. Construction began on April 18, 2017. Phase 1 and 2
erosion and sediment control installation are complete. Cut and fill operations are
underway. Fabrication of the box culvert and installation of storm structures have
begun. Project completion is anticipated for Spring of 2018.
Note: This project is not in the Blue Ridge District (BRD); however, it will be heavily
utilized by BRD residents and is a project that I am frequently asked about.

Northstar Boulevard (Route 50 - Shreveport Drive): This project has been
identified as a top priority for the County. It will construct an 8,800' section of
Northstar Blvd between Rt 50 and Shreveport Dr. When complete, this segment of
Northstar Blvd will provide for an additional north/south connection between Rt 50
and Rt 7. Completion of this segment is expected to greatly improve the level of
service along Belmont Ridge Rd, Evergreen Mills Rd and Stone Springs Blvd. Last
year the county secured $8.2 million in state funding which is being used to fund
design and a portion of the right-of-way acquisition phases. In December of 2017, a
contract for $4,568,084 was awarded to Dewberry Consulting to provide roadway
and civil engineering design and construction support services for the extension of
Northstar Blvd from Rt50 to Shreveport Dr. In order to fully complete the design
phase of the project, Dewberry will provide the following:
Land and Utility Surveys, Base Mapping, Geotechnical Investigations, Traffic Data
Collection, Roadway Alignment Studies, Environmental Services and potential
Wetlands Permitting, Roadway Engineering/Design Services, Bridge and Culvert
Design Services, Landscape Architecture Services, Traffic Signal/Roundabout
Design, Signage & Striping Plans, Maintenance of Traffic Plans, Public Meeting
Support, Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (VPDES) & Storm water
Compliance, Preparation of Right-of-Way & Easement Plats, Bridge/Roadway
Construction Plans, and Bidding and Construction Phase Support Services. The
consultant shall perform all work in conjunction with Federal guidelines, including, but
not limited to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Work shall include
performing all necessary environmental/cultural resources studies, holding public
hearings, as well as obtaining all necessary clearances and approvals from both
Federal and State agencies with regards to the NEPA process

A notice to proceed was issued in late January of 2018. While progress on the design
and right-of-way acquisition phases continue, the Board along with County staff, are
actively working to secure additional funding to complete the remaining phases of the
project.
It should be noted for this project that in addition to our normal local and state funding
options, the County coordinated with Congresswoman Comstock's office to submit a
federal TIGER Grant funding request for which we remain hopeful will be approved.
I will continue to provide updates as they become available.

Northstar Boulevard (Route 50 - Tall Cedars Parkway): This project will construct
a 4,300' section of Northstar Blvd between Rt 50 and Tall Cedars Pkwy. 100% design
plans and comments have been received and are being addressed. 100% bridge
plans were submitted on May 25, 2017, and have been resubmitted for comments. A
Signal Warrant Study is being completed for the intersection of Northstar Blvd and
Marwood Dr. Right-of-way acquisition has commenced and will continue into the next
quarter. Approval and preparation of construction bid documents are pending
completion of right-of-way acquisition and utility relocation. Resubmission of bridge
plans occurred in August of 2017, and final VDOT bridge design approval occurred in
October of 2017. Construction advertisement is scheduled to occur in the Fall of
2018. Project construction is currently anticipated to begin in March of 2019 and
conclude in March of 2021.

Note: This project is not in the Blue Ridge District (BRD); however, it will be heavily
utilized by BRD residents and is a project that I am frequently asked about.
Route 50 Traffic Study: In June of 2017 as part of the County's Transportation
Summit, myself and Supervisor Letourneau requested a study of the Route 50
corridor from Stone Springs Blvd to the Fairfax County Line to identify improvements
designed to reduce traffic congestion and improve safety throughout the corridor. In
December of 2017, study recommendations were presented to the Board of
Supervisors. The recommended improvements included multiple turn lane and
signage upgrades as well as an option for a future parallel northern collector road on
the north side of Rt 50 from Rt 606 to Rt 28. Most of the recommended
improvements to include the Rt 50 northern collector road have been forwarded to
our Capital Improvement Program budget discussions which are occurring now.
Read the full Rt 50 Corridor Study report here.
Route 50 & Everfield Drive Roundabout: I'm working hard to maintain the rural,
historic and scenic character of Rt 50 corridor west of Fleetwood Rd. In order to
preserve the areas character, I prefer the installation of roundabouts or other traffic
calming measures as opposed to traffic signals whenever possible throughout the
corridor. Having seen first-hand how the upgrade from traffic signal to roundabout at
the Rt 15/Rt 50 intersection (Gilbert's Corner) reduced traffic congestion and created
a safe and continuous traffic flow, I am a firm believer in the effectiveness of
roundabouts. As such, I put forth a motion which was unanimously approve to direct
staff to:
1. Develop for Board consideration an agreement for the Willowsford developer
to participate in the design and construction of a roundabout;
2. Incorporate a roundabout at this location in the ongoing revisions to the
Countywide Transportation Plan (CTP);
3. Develop a cost estimate for construction of a roundabout at this location to be
considered in the FY19 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) discussion.
In August of 2017, the Board unanimously supported my motion to approve a
Memorandum of Agreement between Willowsford and the Board of Supervisors
which provides for the design of a roundabout at this intersection and a cash
contribution toward the construction of the roundabout instead of the installation of a
traffic signal. VDOT now considers roundabouts as intersection improvements thus
removing the need that they be added to the CTP. Willowsford has submitted the
design to VDOT for approval. As part of the FY18 CIP discussions I was successful
in having this item added as a new project. I will continue my efforts to accelerate this
project and will keep you informed of additional updates as they become available.
Route 50 & Fleetwood Road Signal Approved: A previous VDOT Warrant Study
failed last year; however, it was conducted prior to the paving of Fleetwood Rd from
Rt 50 to Evergreen Mills Rd and prior to the Boards approval of the Corpus Christi
Parish application which includes a proffered signal at the intersection. Based on
increased traffic from the paving of Fleetwood Rd, I requested a new Warrant Study
be conducted which resulted in VDOT approval of the traffic signal warrant. As

stated, funding and construction of the signal is tied to the Corpus Christi Parish
(phase 2) approval; however, a construction date for the proffered signal is unknown
and could be several years down the road. Based on this information and the fact
that the intersection is utilized by both Blue Ridge and Dulles District residents, my
office along with Supervisor Letourneau's office have worked with County staff and
VDOT to identify a method for having this project accelerated in order to get it done
as soon as possible.
I'm happy to report that VDOT has identified and allocated FY19 funding for this
signal. VDOT has also agreed to oversee design and construction for the project. In
an effort to accelerate the project, VDOT utilized leftover FY18 funding to complete a
portion of the preliminary design work. The remainder of preliminary design will
commence when FY19 funding becomes available in July of 2018. VDOT will utilize
its on-call contractors to complete the design and construction phases, thereby
saving additional time from procurement process. Barring any right-of-way or utility
conflicts being identified, VDOT hopes to complete signal installation by Dec 2018.
Route 50 & Trailhead Drive (formerly Lenah Road) Roundabout: My office has
been making efforts to proceed toward construction of a roundabout at Rt 50 and
Trailhead Dr as the level of service at the intersection is degrading and it is in the Rt
50 Traffic Calming Corridor. The Board took the first step in this process by adding
the item to "Transaction" thus, allowing it to compete for state funding. NEPA, and
formal public involvement for the proposed roundabout have already been
completed. VDOT anticipates that it will oversee design and build of this project. I
was successful in having this item added as a new project as part of the County's
FY19-FY24 CIP with funding in FY24 and future years. I have since requested that
timeline be accelerated as much as possible. That request will require the support of
my colleagues as continue our Budget discussions. I am also working with County
staff via the Envision Loudoun Comprehensive Plan update process to have the
Countywide Transportation Plan updated to reflect a roundabout - rather than a traffic
signal - for this intersection. I appreciate the support shown so far from the
Willowsford developer, County staff, VDOT and area residents. I will keep you
informed as additional updates become available.
Route 606 Widening & the Route 606/Loudoun County Parkway/Arcola
Boulevard Intersection: This project widens the existing two lane roadway (one
lane each way) along Rt 606 to four lanes (two lanes each way) between the
Greenway and Loudoun County Pkwy (LCP). It also includes construction of an
intersection at the Rt 606/LCP/Arcola Blvd intersection, and the addition of a third
southbound lane on LCP from the Rt 606 intersection to Dulles West Blvd. The
project also includes bicycle and pedestrian accommodations.
VDOT plans to open the Rt 606 Widening project and the Rt 606/LCP/Arcola Blvd
intersection in the following 3 phases:
Phase 1 (Opened September 6, 2017) COMPLETE!!!












Westbound traffic on Rt 606 turning south onto LCP will be served by three
left turn lanes. Traffic will have to merge back down to two lanes after making
the turn onto southbound LCP.
Northbound traffic on LCP wishing to travel eastbound onto Rt 606 will be
served by a single lane ramp. Traffic continuing eastbound on Rt 606 will be
served by one lane all the way to the Greenway.
Northbound traffic on LCP wishing to continue northbound through the
intersection will have to briefly merge into a single lane which will expand
into two lanes prior to entering the intersection. Those two lanes will then
continue through the intersection.
Southbound traffic on LCP turning east onto Rt 606 will be served by two left
turn lanes. Traffic will have to merge back down to one lane after making the
turn onto eastbound Rt 606.
Southbound traffic on LCP wishing to continue southbound through the
intersection will have two lanes to do so.
Arcola Blvd will remain closed to traffic.

Phase 2 (December 2017) COMPLETE!!!



Westbound traffic on Rt 606 turning south onto LCP will be served by three
left turn lanes. Traffic will no longer have to merge down to two lanes after the
turn.



Northbound traffic on LCP wishing to travel eastbound onto Rt 606 will be
served by a two lane ramp.
Northbound traffic on LCP wishing to continue northbound through the
intersection will have two lanes to do so. Traffic will no longer have to merge
down to one lane prior to the intersection.
Southbound traffic on LCP turning east onto Rt 606 will be served by two left
turn lanes through the intersection. Traffic will no longer have to immediately
merge back down to one lane after making the turn onto eastbound Rt 606.
Southbound traffic on LCP wishing to continue southbound through the
intersection will have two lanes to do so. Once through the intersection traffic
will have three lanes available.
Rt 606 will open in its new four lane configuration (2 lanes each way) at the
northern and southern ends of the project. The middle section (Commerce
Center Ct - the area just east of the intersection) will remain two lanes (1 lane
each way).
Arcola Blvd will remain closed to traffic.











Phase 3 (August 2018)



The Rt 606 Widening project and Rt 606/LCP/Arcola Blvd intersection
complete and open to traffic.
The portion of Arcola Blvd abutting Rt 606 will be constructed as a four lane
median divided roadway with turn lanes to and from LCP.

WESTERN BLUE RIDGE DISTRICT PROJECTS
Allder School Road: This project designs and paves Allder School Rd from
Woodgrove Rd to Hillsboro Rd and includes a bridge over the South Fork of the
Catoctin Creek. The project was delayed due to additional time required to negotiate
utility relocation work with Dominion Virginia Power (DVP) and added infrastructure
scope of work; however, I was able to secure $345,000 in supplemental funding to
get the project moving again. The Board awarded a construction contract to General
Excavation on May 2, 2017. The Notice to Proceed was issued in June of 2017, and
a Ground breaking Ceremony occurred in July of 2017. The bridge detour has been
approved to help accelerate progress and provide increased safety for construction
crews and is currently scheduled to continue through March of 2018. The road is
closed between Ketoctin Church and Woodgrove Road. Bridge completion is
expected to occur in April of 2018. Overall project completion is on schedule for
Spring of 2019.
Fields Farm Park Road (secondary entrance to Woodgrove HS & Mountain
View ES):
This project will provide a secondary entrance to Woodgrove High School and
Mountain View Elementary School via a new two lane roadway that will extend from
Hillsboro Rd and connect to existing Mayfair Crown Dr where it currently dead
ends. The southern end of the existing access road from Allder School Rd to
Mountain View ES and Woodgrove HS will be extended to connect to the new Fields
Farm Park Rd just west of its connection with Mayfair Crown Drive. The original plan
was for LCPS to manage extension of the access road on its property and the county
to manage all work on its property; however, LCPS requested that the county
manage both portions of the project. Design work is expected to conclude Spring of

2018. The County continues to work with the Town of Purcellville regarding a
Corporate Boundary Line Adjustment to ensure the entirety of the new road will be
inside the town.100% design plans were submitted to VDOT and the County's
Building & Development office in August of 2017.
Greggsville Road: Greggsville Rd was identified by the previous Board of
Supervisors as a priority road paving project in the county's Six Year Secondary
Road Priority List and VDOT's Six Year Secondary Road Construction Plan under the
Rural Rustic Road paving program. Rural Rustic Roads are paved within existing
right-of-way at a width based on reduced and flexible standards that leave trees,
vegetation, side slopes and open drainage abutting the roadway undisturbed to the
maximum extent possible without compromising public safety. A good way
to envision paving under this program is to visualize an existing gravel road being
paved with almost no other disturbances to existing conditions. After receiving a
petition from the residents on the southern section of Greggsville Rd (between North
Fork and Jeb Stuart), I worked with residents, the surrounding community and my
colleagues on the Board to form a plan to pave only the northern section of
Greggsville Rd (between Telegraph Springs and North Fork) and leave the
bottom section unpaved. The plan also included a small section of additional
pavement to connect the northern end of Greggsville Rd to existing pavement on
Telegraph Springs Rd. I am happy to have worked with the community to identify an
improved plan for this project that was supported by the overwhelming majority of
residents, the Loudoun Equine Alliance, and Loudoun's Rural Road Coalition. This
project was completed in late 2017.
Hillsboro Road (widening of current narrow alternating lane section): I have
been working with VDOT for over a year to identify a solution for widening the short
section of Hillsboro Rd where vehicles currently have to stop to allow oncoming traffic
to pass due to the lack of two full lanes of traffic over the creek crossing. I was
pleased to report in my Fall of 2017 Newsletter that VDOT had identified an approved
design, necessary state funding and environmental clearances to widen the crossing
to one full lane each way so that vehicles would no longer have to yield to oncoming
traffic. VDOT previously advised that, weather permitting, the project would be
completed prior to January of 2018; however, due to numerous Snow activations and
weather delays they now anticipate completion around early Spring of 2018.
Route 7/Route 690 Interchange: This project constructs an interchange at the
intersection of Rt 7 and Rt 690. Currently, it is a $36,440,000 project funded via
several local and state revenue sources. As part of the FY17 budget process I was
able to accelerate the county's construction funding from FY22 to FY21, while
maintaining design funding in FY17, along with utility and right-of-way acquisition in
FY18 and FY19. In November of 2016, the design contract was awarded. An
inspection of the existing Rt 690 Bridge over Rt 7 showed that expansion of the
bridge would provide insufficient clearance, and that the existing Rt 7 pavement
thickness fails to meet current VDOT standards. County staff and the consultant
concluded it would be more cost effective to replace the bridge than to retrofit it to
meet project and current VDOT standards.

In June of 2017, the project became fully funded via a Virginia Department of
Transportation Smart Scale award totaling $9,565,000 scheduled by the state for
FY22 and FY23. This is great news as the project is now fully funded; however,
Smart Scale funding "federalizes" the project which results in an 18-24 month delay
to project construction now planned to begin in FY23 (previously planned for FY21).
The delay is due to the additional processes and layers of approval that come with a
federalized project. It should be noted that the previous construction schedule, like all
projects, was based on anticipated funding from various sources - most of which are
not under local control - which are awarded on a competitive (and sometimes
political) basis, and are never set in stone.
While I am extremely unhappy about the delay, it would be unwise for the County to
deny this funding in hopes of another funding source that may not federalize the
project being awarded in the next year or so, as that would be extremely unlikely.
County denial of the funding would also tarnish the our reputation with state and
federal funding sources and ultimately result in less funding from these sources,
which would in turn cause increased pressure to raise local taxes as a means to
address traffic congestion concerns throughout the County. As always, I will continue
efforts to accelerate this project and keep you informed as additional updates
become available.
Route 7/Route 287 Interchange: This is a new project that I was able to have added
to the CIP during the FY17 budget process. The project provides for design,
preliminary engineering and construction of future improvements to the Rt 7/Rt 287
Interchange in Purcellville.The project was original approved by the Board of
Supervisors to seek $11 million in state funding for FY22. As part of the FY18 budget
process, I was able to get $2 million in design funding accelerated from FY22 to
FY21. In June of calendar year 2017, the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) awarded $11,391,000 in Smart Scale funding for this project in FY22 and
FY23. Given that the state funding (FY22 & FY23) is a year behind the county's
request for funding (FY21 & FY22) I have asked county staff to seek VDOT
acceleration of $2 million in design funding from FY22 to FY19. If approved by
VDOT, this would allow the county to begin design work in the Summer of 2018. As
always, I will continue to seek accelerated funding in order to complete this much
needed improvement as soon as possible.
Route 7/Williams Gap Road Turn Lane: This project improves safety at the
intersection of Rt 7 and Williams Gap Rd with construction of a right hand turn lane
for westbound traffic on Rt 7 wishing to turn northbound onto Williams Gap Rd. The
Board of Supervisors endorsed design of this project in July of 2016. VDOT received
authorization for right-of-way in November of 2016, and right-of-way has now been
cleared. Utility relocation work was completed in June of 2017. The project was
advertised for construction in September of 2017. Construction has begun and
is anticipated for completion in Summer of 2018.
Route 9/Route 287 Roundabout: This project will remove the traffic signal and
construct a roundabout to enhance safety and reduce traffic congestion at the Rt 9/Rt
287 intersection. Design funding was included in the FY16 adopted budget to initiate

intersection improvement planning and design. In September of 2017, a design
contract was issued. The design consultant has completed their traffic counts,
initiated field survey work, and begun conceptual design for the roundabout.
Staff intends to seek Board of Supervisor approval of a design in late Summer of
2018. Based on the current funding plan, right-of-way acquisition is expected to begin
in the Summer of 2020, with utility relocation occurring in the Summer of 2021, and
construction beginning in during the Summer of 2022.
Route 15 & Braddock Road Roundabout (Proposed): Based on community
feedback, I have requested that a new project for the installation of a roundabout be
added to the County's plan. It was added as part of Staff's recommended CIP with
funding in FY24 and future years. Full approval will require Board of Supervisor
approval as part of the FY19-FY24 Capital Improvement Program Budget process
which we are currently engaged. In addition, VDOT is preparing to conduct a Signal
Justification Report study at the intersection to assess the need for improvement and
consider various improvement types (traffic signal, roundabout, etc.). I will continue to
keep you informed as additional updates become available.
Rural Primary Road Safety & Operational Studies: At the Transportation Summit
that was held on June 29, 2017, the Board recommended that comprehensive safety
and operational studies be conducted on all of the rural primary roads in western
Loudoun. Among these are Rt. 9, Rt. 7, Rt. 287, and Rt. 15 (south of Leesburg). The
proposed FY2019 budget includes funding for up to three studies to be completed
within the upcoming fiscal year. An item will be presented to the Board of Supervisors
in May 2018 to determine the priority order for the studies.
For additional information on these or any other transportation projects in Loudoun,
please visit the county's transportation update webpage.

My FY19 - FY24 CIP Requests For Board Consideration
Each year as county staff prepares to present its recommended starting point for the
Board's CIP budget deliberations, I meet with them in an effort to ensure that our
District's previously approved projects are left untouched and to add new projects
that we have identified as priorities during the previous year. Below, is the list of
important projects that I discussed with county staff ahead of this years CIP
budget deliberations:
Road Projects
1. Identify remaining funding for Northstar Blvd (Shreveport Dr to Rt 50)
2. Accelerate Evergreen Mills Rd/Watson Rd & Evergreen Mills Rd/Reservoir Rd
intersection realignment funding
3. Fully fund the Hillsboro Traffic Calming Project
4. Accelerate Rt 9/Rt 287 roundabout funding
5. Accelerate design funding for Rt 7/Rt 287 intersection improvements
6. Add as New Project - Ryan Rd widening (Evergreen Mills Rd to Northstar
Blvd)
7. Add as New Project - Rt 50/Trailhead Dr roundabout

8. Add as New Project - Rt 15/Braddock Rd roundabout
9. Add as New Project - Trailhead Dr/Braddock Rd roundabout
10. Add as New Project - Belmont Ridge Rd/Legacy Park Dr traffic signal
11. Add as New Project - Ryan Rd/Olympia Dr traffic signal
General Government Projects
1. Fully fund Hillsboro Old Stone School Improvement request
Parks, Recreation & Culture Projects
1. Identify remaining funding for Hal & Berni Hanson Regional Park
2. Accelerate Purcellville to Franklin Park Trail funding
3. Add as New Project - Western Loudoun Recreation Center

Non-Transportation Capital Improvement Program Updates
Everything the county constructs is funded within our six year Capital Improvement
Program (CIP), which is separate from our Operating Budget. In total, the county has
allocated more than $2 billion in Capital Improvements over the next six years!
Aldie Fire & Rescue Station Replacement: This project will replace the existing
Aldie Fire & Rescue Station located in the Village of Aldie, as the current Station is in
a major flood plain and has experienced several incidents of flooding over the
years. After a ten year search of the surrounding area for available and suitable land,
the previous Board of Supervisors approved the County's purchase of a site in the
Village of Aldie, immediately adjacent to the current Station. In October of 2017,
County staff met with the Historic District Review Committee and the Loudoun
County Heritage Commission to solicit design input. In November of 2017, a
community information and public input session was held at the Episcopal Church in
Aldie. Building and site design efforts are being conducted jointly by the Historic
District Review Committee and the Loudoun County Heritage Commission.
Based upon community input received at the November of 2017, community
information and public input session, and a subsequent on-site meeting that I held
with the President of the Aldie Heritage Association (AHA), a neighboring
resident, Fire & Rescue leadership, and County staff, design efforts have been
refocused toward reducing building size; ensuring a design that is keeping with the
historic character of the Village of Aldie; and saving the "Old Tavern" from demolition
as was initially planned. Efforts were also made to ensure AHA inclusion in the
design process; however, to date, the AHA has declined to participate. The AHA has
advised that they believe their are viable sites other than the current location. As
such, I have requested and received a list of several alternative sites that they
believe may be viable. I have also been in contact with other community leaders who
are working to provide additional sites that they believe may be viable.
To this point, the Board as a whole had not shown interest in revisiting site selection;
however, on Thursday, February 22, 2018, I brought forward a closed session item
requesting that the Board stop all work on the current site and direct the County
Administrator to identify an alternate site, or sites, outside of the Village of Aldie but
within the area previously identified by Loudoun County Fire & Rescue as
"Acceptable" based on appropriate response times to the Stations "First Due Area",
and back-up response times to adjoining service areas.

That effort involved two closed sessions and nearly three hours of debate. I did not
get everything I wanted; however, I am happy to report that while design work will
continue on the current site, the Board has directed the County Administrator to
make every effort to identify an alternate site, or sites, outside of the Village of Aldie
but within the "Acceptable" area, and report back to the Board within the next 30
days.

Please know that my office is actively coordinating with the County Administrator and
others in hopes of identifying a viable alternative site that will meet the community's
need for public safety while fully preserving the Village's rural, historic and scenic
character.
As always, I will keep you informed as additional information becomes available.
Independence High School: This new high school is being built on the southeast
corner of the intersection of Creighton and Evergreen Mills Rd next to the new
Brambleton Middle school. It is scheduled to open at the start of the 2019-20 school
year. The high school will be built using the protypical two-story high school design.
The estimated 282,064 square foot building will serve students in grades 9 through
12, with an anticipated program capacity of 1,800 students. It will include classrooms,
a media center, cafeteria, auditorium, gymnasium, auxiliary gymnasium, outdoor
physical education fields and other associated spaces to support LCPS's high school
program. Click here to see a drone recorded video dated January 1, 2018.
Beaverdam Reservoir: In January of 2018, the Loudoun Water Board approved a
design contract for Phase 1 of the Beaverdam Reservoir Park project. The design will

be based on the renderings presented by Loudoun Water at its last community
meeting. Information about that meeting and the Phase 1 concept plan can be
found here. The next opportunity for public input will be during the County approval
process anticipated to begin within the next several months. Loudoun County staff is
working with NOVA Parks and Loudoun Water on trail connectivity between Hal and
Bernie Hanson Regional Park and North Point Park located near the reservoir
located near the dam. The schedule for reopening of
the reservoir remains as planned.
Loudoun Water's Beaverdam Reservoir Renovation Project Timeline:




2015 and 2016: Open
2017 and 2018: Closed
2019: Permanent reopening of the Reservoir

Brambleton Library: This proffered library will take up the first two floors of a new
building currently being constructed in the heart of the Brambleton Town Center. The
top two floors above the library will become commercial office space. There will also
be some ground floor retail space for new shops and/or restaurants. The building
now has a roof with most of the windows installed and approximately 30% of the
exterior masonry brick and stone installed. County staff is working with Library
Services, and the Brambleton developer's architect on furniture and shelving
selection and is obtaining costs from selected vendors. Contracts are being finalized
to begin the purchase of books and circulation materials. County staff is also working
with Library Services on the design of audio-visual equipment to be installed in the
library. The construction contractor anticipates substantial completion of the library in
July of 2018. It typically takes about 3 months for Library Services to prepare a newly
constructed library for opening. As such, it we are anticipating an October of 2018
opening.

E.E. Lake General Store (Bluemont Area Welcome Center):
The store is located at 18351 Railroad Street in Bluemont. Built by Edward E.
Lake cerca 1901, the store was originally a two-story, hip-roofed structure with
clapboard siding. In addition to serving the grocery and sundry needs of villagers and
visitors, the building housed a Post Office and a branch of the Loudoun National
Bank of Leesburg until 1907. The store closed in the early 1930s and was reopened
for approximately two years in the 1940s. The property is a contributing resource to
the Bluemont National Register Historic District and is within the County's Historic
and Cultural Conservation District. Through efforts of the Bluemont Citizens
Association, the store was donated to the County by the Higgins family in with a plan
for stabilization and renovation. The recently completed renovation provided
restrooms, accessibility, parking, and building code compliance, and was jointly

funded by Loudoun County and state Transportation Grants. The renovated property
will serve as a Bluemont area welcome center for tourists and a rest stop for
bicyclists and pedestrians. A grand opening ceremony is currently being scheduled.
For more information about the project, please email prcs@loudoun.gov.

Fields Farm Park: This County funded project will construct a future park on the land
between Woodgrove High School and Rt 7, in the Town of Purcellville. In December
of 2016, the Board of Supervisors endorsed a conceptual design of Fields Farm
Park and Fields Farm Park Road. Through a collaborative effort between the
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Services (PRCS) and Loudoun
County Public Schools (LCPS), the Park's conceptual design involves the transfer of
a portion of current park funding to LCPS for development of a new rectangular
artificial turf field adjacent to Woodgrove High School in return for LCPS granting the
county Woodgrove High School's current rectangular artificial turf field to be
incorporated into the Park for PRCS use and programming. Funding for detailed park
design and construction is scheduled for FY21 and FY22.

Franklin Park to Purcellville Trail: This project provides funding to develop an
alignment and preliminary design for an approximately 1.1 mile recreational trail from
Franklin Park to the Town of Purcellville. This is part of a larger sidewalk and shared
use trail project to connect Round Hill to Purcellville. I held a public input meeting in
Purcellville on June 7, 2017, to discuss two alignment options being offered by the
County. In addition, I asked the Town of Purcellville for its input on a preferred
alignment. The town conducted public outreach and recommended a new alignment
which would have connected Franklin Park to 32nd and A Street via a trail through
the Farmington on the Green community. The Farmington on the Green Home
Owners Association (HOA) subsequently made clear that under no circumstances
would it agree to allow a public trail through its community. In the absence of support
from the Farmington on the Green community HOA, the Town indicated its
preference for County Alignment "1B" which would connect Franklin Park to the
existing sidewalk system in Purcellville via a trail adjacent to Tranquility Road and the
south side of Main Street. Based on Town input, I have been meeting with County
staff to begin talks with property owners along Alignment "1B" in an effort to continue
progress on this project. If sufficient progress is made, the Board will endorse an
alignment and preliminary design work will begin. Final design is currently anticipated
to begin in FY21. As part of the ongoing FY19-FY24 Budget process, I have asked
that funding for this project be accelerated. Alternatives "1A" and "1B" are shown
below:

Hal and Berni Hanson Park: I'm very excited about this project which provides for
the design and construction of a regional park along Evergreen Mills Rd between the
communities of Brambleton and Willowsford. The 250 acre park will feature both
natural and artificial turf soccer fields, a youth baseball complex, a cricket field and
tennis courts. In addition to athletic fields the park will have two amphitheaters, two
dog parks, a large splash pad, two playgrounds, outdoor courts and a skate park.
Passive park facilities will include a nature center, a lakeside lodge, paved and
natural surface trails and a disc golf course. In addition, an existing home listed on
the National Historic Registry is being renovated as part of the project. Five existing
lakes on the property are being restored and will be used for park irrigation. The
project was fully funded in FY18; however, due to shallow rock, import of fill material
and significant earthwork required to construct the athletic fields, the Board was
notified that the project would cost approximately $14,800,000 more than originally
funded. As such, I asked County staff to make every effort to identify the a means to
fund the remaining needs as part of their recommended FY19 CIP. I'm happy to
report that staff presented their proposed CIP in early February of 2018, which
included a recommendation for funding the remaining amount needed. While this is
only a staff recommendation, I am confident that I will be able to gain sufficient Board
of Supervisor support to approve and fund the remainder of the project as
recommended. As of now, design completion is expected in Spring of 2018 with
Contract award in Summer of 2018.
As always, I will continue to keep you informed as additional information becomes
available.

Howardsville Community Wastewater System: This project designs and
constructs a community wastewater treatment facility to serve the community of
Howardsville. Staff identified a parcel with the potential to accommodate a
community wastewater system. At the November 18, 2017, Board Business Meeting,
the Board authorized staff to finalize a contract for permanent easements necessary
for the development, operation, and maintenance of a community wastewater
treatment system for the Howardsville community. In FY18 the project was fully
funded by the Community Wastewater Program. I will keep you informed as progress
continues.
Hillsboro Traffic Calming, Pedestrian Safety, Congestion Mitigation and
Infrastructure Project: This project will construct traffic calming and congestion
mitigation, pedestrian safety, utility and water/wastewater improvements along Route
9 through the Town of Hillsboro. Improvements will include roundabouts on both
sides of town, traffic calming streetscaping, sidewalks and multi-use trails, safe onstreet parking, burial of overhead utility lines, replacement of antiquated water
system (main, meters and laterals), and installation of sanitary sewer main and
laterals. The goal is to construct all projects simultaneously in order to reduce cost
and minimize impacts to traffic, businesses, and area residents.
Last year, my colleagues on the board supported my request for $4.8 million in FY18
to help fund design of the entire project and construction of the "downtown" section of
the project (not including roundabouts), and the secured a Transportation
Alternatives grant to build the GapWay multi-use trail from Mountain Rd. to Hillsboro
Rd. As part of this year's FY19 budget process, I will seek Board approval for the
additional funds necessary to construct the remaining portions of this project

concurrent with the "downtown" portion. Not only would approval of such funding
save considerable funds due to the cost of inflation, but it would greatly reduce
negative impacts to area traffic, businesses and residents.
This project is being administered by the Town of Hillsboro and the design and
construction management contract was awarded to Volkert Engineering last
fall. Volkert has met with Loudoun County Building & Development and VDOT
regarding storm water management strategies. Several citizen meetings were also
held, and an environmental assessment for The GapWay Trail has begun. Final
design and final plan submission to the county is anticipated in February and an RFP
for construction will be issued in spring. Construction is expected to begin in the
summer.
Hillsboro Drinking Water Project (one portion of the above listed project): This
project provides funding and project management support to assist the Town of
Hillsboro with abandoning its contaminated spring source and replacing it with a
municipal water system in order to deliver potable water to Hillsboro residents. In an
effort to accelerate disconnection from the town's spring and bring the system into
Virginia Department of Health compliance, construction of a portion of the Drinking
Water Project will commence in early 2018. This will ensure the town's new water
source is supplying its system by October of 2018. Full replacement of the entire
system is being coordinated as part of above listed Hillsboro Traffic Calming,
Pedestrian Safety, Congestion Mitigation and Infrastructure Project.
Lightridge Highschool (HS-9), Elementary (ES-29) & County Public Use Site:
At the December 13, 2016, Finance Committee meeting, I made a motion to
accelerate the opening of HS-9 from School year 2021/2022 to School year
2020/2021 as requested by LCPS and many area parents. This motion was
unanimously supported by the Finance Committee and later approved by the full
Board of Supervisors. The acceleration of HS-9 will result in stabilization of area
students one year earlier than otherwise possible. The Board of Supervisors and
LCPS worked together to acquire this site. This site will also be home to the
future ES-29 and a 30 acre county public use site which I hope to become a County
park. LCPS continues to make progress with design plans for HS-9. I will keep you
updated as progress continues.
Kirkpatrick Farms Fire and Rescue Station #27: This project provides funding for
the design and construction of a new fire and rescue station on a 5 acre site just
south of the intersection of Braddock Rd and Northstar Blvd. Construction is
underway and completion has been delayed from Winter of 2017 to Spring of 2018.
Round Hill Developmental Services Group Home: This project designs a group
residence for four individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities at
17394 Arrowood Place in the Villages at Round Hill. In October of 2017, the Board of
Supervisors authorized the award of a construction contract to Hammerhead
Construction. The notice to proceed with construction was issued in December of
2017. In January of 2018, County staff met with the Round Hill HOA to provide an
overview of the project and answer questions. Construction is expected to

be completed in early 2019 with the facility opening in late Spring or early Summer of
2019.
Round Hill Main Street Enhancement Project: The Town of Round Hill's Main
Street Project will construct improvements to Main St from East Loudoun St (Rt 7
Business) to approximately 34 North Main St. Improvements include pedestrian
access, on-street parking, safety, streetscaping and storm water drainage issues. In
addition to new sidewalks, the project will also include curb and gutter, new culverts
and upgraded underground piping that will capture and redirect storm water along
Main St and East Loudoun St which has been a long standing source of flooding for
yards and basements throughout town. The design for this project is complete and
has been approved by VDOT. At the request of Mayor Ramsey and the Round Hill
Town Council, I was able to get Board of Supervisor approval in 2017 to reallocate
proffer funding from another project for utilization on this one. The Town expects to
bid the project Spring of 2018 and for construction to begin in the Fall of 2018. It
is anticipated that project construction will take between eight months to a year to
complete.
Round Hill Sleeter Lake Park: This project provides for the construction of
improvements to the existing road network and development of a new system of trails
to facilitate opening of an 11 acre park called Sleeter Lake Park. The Town has
completed construction for Phase 1 which included an access road down to the
lake, a 34 space parking lot, a temporary restroom pad and a picnic area. Debris
and noxious plants/non-native vegetation have been removed to allow for an
additional picnic area. Current work includes a landscape plan for the park and a
preliminary design for permanent restrooms. Work will continue to proceed on the
landscape plan and trail installation to connect the Park to the adjacent community.
Planting is expected to occur in March/April of 2018. The Park is expected to open to
members of the general public in May of 2018. Once open, the Park will be
maintained by Loudoun County Parks and Recreation. In FY18, the County awarded
$65,000 toward the installation of restrooms, water fountains and maintenance
storage. As part of the County's FY19 CIP, the Town is requesting an additional
$185,000 for additional safety/accessibility features, and educational
opportunities. Should the Town receive this request, the additional improvements will
be constructed and installed sometime in 2020, which would be considered the final
phase of the Sleeter Lake Park project. Additionally, Sleeter Lake is owned by the
Round Hill HOA and the Park itself (land next to the Sleeter Lake) is owned by the
Town of Round Hill. As such, should the Town wish to utilize Sleeter Lake in
connection with the Park, the Town and Round Hill HOA must first come to an
agreement on the number of non-gasoline powered boats allowed on the lake at any
one time and the hours of usage of the lake. Use of the Lake as part of the Park
would also require Town submission to the County of a new site plan signed by the
Round Hill HOA, as the currently approved site plan does not include use of the
Lake.
Round Hill to Franklin Park Trail: This project designs and constructs a mixed use
trail from Round Hill to Franklin Park. A budget shortfall of $500,000 was recently
identified. The cost of right-of-way acquisition and associated delay in bidding the

projects are the reasons additional funding is needed. This project is currently
scheduled to bid in Spring 2018. Staff from DTCI and the town are currently
negotiating a memorandum of understanding to establish the framework for project
management and reimbursement of funds from the town to the county.
Western Loudoun Park and Ride: This project provides for the design and
construction of a 250 space (minimum) surface level park and ride lot on a site
adjacent to the future Fields Farm Park. The project is being partially funded through
the Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality program; therefore, design
services must be procured through the Request for Proposal (RFP) process, which
includes all applicable Federal provisions. The remaining funding is being
requested through the Virginia Department of Transportation, Smart Scale program
in FY21 - FY23. The RFP is expected to be issued in Summer of 2018 with VDOT
reviewing the preliminary award package. It is anticipated that the consultant award
will come to the Board of Supervisors for approval in Fall of 2018. Design is expected
to take approximately 18 months due to the fact that the property will need to be
rezoned in order to accommodate the future Park and Ride lot. With no right-of-way
requirements, construction should begin in August of 2022 and last for about a year,
with completion in August of 2023. Per the draft FY19 CIP, the project should be fully
funded in FY23.
Woodgrove Park Restrooms: This project provides funding for the installation of a
public restroom facility in Woodgrove Park near the Town of Round Hill. Bids were
received on April 5, 2017, for the installation of the restroom and concession building
at this location along with two other park sites. Based on the need for supplemental
funding, the bids were canceled and the project will be rebid in the Spring of
2018. DTCI re-evaluated the construction timeline and has increased construction
time to nine months. Upon receipt of updated bids, an updated construction
completion schedule will be determined.
For more information on any of these projects, or other Capital Improvement Projects
not listed above, please visit the CIP quarterly report or CIP interactive map.

Broadband & Cellular Coverage Throughout Western Loudoun
Increasing Broadband and Cellular coverage throughout western Loudoun is one of
my top priorities. The lack of sufficient broadband hampers quality of life and
negatively affects our economy, public safety, education and so much more...
Click here to read Loudoun Now's February 22, 2018, article about the Boards latest
efforts to expand Broadband throughout western Loudoun. It is my hope that this
cooperative effort will result in dark-fiber connection to our rural schools and County
owned facilities, with a private use option allowing providers to serve residential and
commercial users.
The initiative is the result of a concerted effort between mine and Supervisor Higgins
offices, LCPS, Loudoun's Communications Commission and County staff. Many
thanks to my colleagues for supporting it thus far.

Additionally, at the January 18, 2018, Business Meeting, the Board unanimously
approved my motion to cut Loudoun's business personal property tax rate on
wireless broadband equipment by 50% in order to attract new wireless providers and
encourage existing providers to expand their coverage areas.
This is in addition to the below actions which have occurred since my election to the
Board:







July 2016: Board approved amendments to streamline administrative
processes for certain types of telecommunications antennas and facilities
related to wireless small cell deployment.
July 2016: Board approved zoning amendments in Rural Hamlet and Rural
Village zoning districts to add telecommunications antennas and monopoles
of limited height as permitted or special exception uses.
September 2016: Board officially adds expansion of broadband and cellular
coverage throughout western Loudoun as a goal.
March 2017: Board directs County staff to develop and present to the Board,
a Broadband Strategic Plan for increasing broadband coverage throughout
western Loudoun. Currently, staff intends to present this Item to the Board in
the Spring or Summer of 2018.







Annually since 2016: Board approved Legislative Agenda Item to support
state initiatives that would provide localities with additional authority regarding
broadband expansion initiatives for rural areas.
November 2017: Board approved Legislative Agenda Item to support addition
of a reasonable timeline for Virginia's Department of Historic Resources
Review Committee to respond to service provider applications. Currently,
there is no time requirement for approval or denial decisions which has
discouraged service providers from applying for new expansions.
My staff and I continuously work with individual residents and HOA's to assist
with new service connections.

New Comcast Service Now Available in Flint Farm Area!
At the December 19, 2017, Loudoun County Communications Commission meeting,
Comcast stated that they have completed construction to the Hamlets of Blue Ridge
Development (Flint Farm area) and are now accepting TV, Broadband and VOIP
service orders for residents living on:








Flint Farm Drive
Denise Way
Grand Valley Court
Fontaine Court
Roundmont Place
Round Knoll Court
And portions of Williams Gap Road

This is a big improvement for area residents who have sought services for many
years. If you live on one of these roads and would like to receive service, please
contact Comcast at 888-266-2278 to confirm that services are available to your
address and to schedule installation.
Thank you for your patience as we continue to advocate for broadband services on
behalf of the residents of western Loudoun County.

No Access to Broadband? Let Us Know!
I encourage anyone without access to service from a broadband provider to let us
know by clicking here.
Once on the Loudoun Express Request
system:



Type "Broadband" in the search
box
Select "Cable and Broadband
Service Request"



Fill in the requested information

Upon completion, broadband providers will be notified of your lack of service
availability. In addition, your notification will be populated on a county map in order to
help identify focus areas as we continue the effort to increase broadband and cellular
coverage throughout western Loudoun County.

Greenway Widening to Improve Eastern Merge onto Dulles Toll Road
Following pressure from my colleagues and I on the Board, TRIP II (Dulles
Greenway) has initiated a project to add an additional lane in the eastbound
direction of 267 east of the toll plaza toward the merge with the Dulles Toll
Road.
Supervisors Letourneau and I introduced a Board Member Initiative last year to
initiate a review of the comprehensive agreement between the Greenway and
VDOT. In the course of that discussion, we learned that regular oversight of
Greenway ramps and interchanges had not been occurring, leading to concerns
about the level of service at the entrance and exit to the Greenway, and at
certain interchanges.
As a result of those concerns, the Greenway made lane modifications to two
interchanges, at Loudoun County Parkway and at Route 772. The Board of
Supervisors most recently discussed ongoing concerns about Greenway traffic
at our December 8th meeting.
Now the Greenway is proposing to construct a 1,900' new 3rd lane within
existing right of way from the toll plaza to the Centreville Road off ramp. The
project would cost about $25 million, to be financed privately, and would be
completed by Spring of 2019.

I appreciate the Greenway's response to our efforts and look forward to
continued success. This much needed project, along with others already
complete, will reduce commuting times for residents throughout my District.
Moving forward, I'm particularly interested in a plan for reducing congestion at
the northern end of the Greenway for those exiting onto Rt 7 West towards
Purcellville, Round Hill, Bluemont, Hillsboro and other western Loudoun
destinations.

Rt 50 Traffic Calming Corridor Landscaping Upgrades
In working with VDOT and Commonwealth Transportation Board Member, Scott
Kasprowicz, we were able to secure nearly $100,000 in landscaping upgrades to
the Rt 50 Traffic Calming Corridor (Aldie, Gilberts Corner, Upperville) , and an
ongoing contract for maintenance.
Upgrades include refreshed and additional vegetation (trees, shrubs, plantings,
turf) for the roundabouts and islands. Ongoing maintenance includes mowing,
watering, fertilizing, fungus control, and mulching.

Veterans Corner
"Vet Center" NOW OPEN!!!

Vet Center Community Access Center

The recent opening of the Vet Center Community Access Center (751 Miller Dr
SE, Suite E, Leesburg; 304-263-6676) marked a great day for Loudoun's
veterans, service members, ad their families who will no longer have to travel to
Martinsburg, W.V. or Alexandria, VA for much needed readjustment and mental
health services!
This new partnership with Loudoun County will allow veterans, active duty
service members, and their families, FREE local access to certified PTSD,
marriage and family, Military Sexual Trauma, Substance Abuse, Anxiety, and
Depression counselors. In addition, Vet Center counselors are skilled in
assisting with socioeconomic issues that face the veteran community and can
help in a multitude of areas to include navigation of Department of Veterans
Affairs programs.
The Vet Center is a Federal Government program connected to the Department
of Veterans Affairs; however, it is its own entity and does not report to VA
Medical Centers.
Many thanks to Congresswoman Comstock and Vet Center staff for working with
my office and County staff to make this Center a reality!

Loudoun County Veterans Program
Loudoun County has launched a new program to coordinate a one-stop
information, outreach and referral hub for Loudoun County veterans and their
families. The program will also establish a collaborative network of partners,
including traditional veterans service organizations, e.g., the Marine Corps
League and other non-governmental organizations, e.g., the American Red
Cross, who serve our county veterans and their families.
In late 2017, the county leadership hired Mr. Thomas Grant Jr., a western
Loudoun County resident and retired U.S. Army officer, to serve full time as the
Loudoun County Veterans Services Coordinator. Mr. Grant is here to support all
of our county veterans and their families and can be reached directly at
telephone (571) 258-3815. I would personally like to encourage all of our county
veterans to take advantage of the services provided by this new county veterans
program and to welcome our new Veterans Services Coordinator.

Tax Relief for 100% Disabled Veterans!
Loudoun County offers several tax relief programs for 100% disabled veterans
and for surviving spouses of armed service members killed in action. Please
click here for more information about those programs.

New "Loudoun County Veterans" Facebook Page

Please consider joining this new facebook page devoted to our veterans! There
are approximately 30,000 veterans in Loudoun. It would be great to have as
many as possible join the page.

Opioid Disposal Solution Launches at Walmart
In an effort to help curb abuse and misuse, Walmart
is launching a first-of-its kind opioid disposal
solution available at no cost in all company
pharmacies. Known as DisposeRx, the small packet
contains ingredients that, according to the
manufacturer, when emptied into a pill bottle with
warm water, ultimately enable patients to responsibly
dispose of leftover medications in their trash.
According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
and the National Institute of Drug Abuse, more than 65 percent of people
misusing prescription opioids are getting them from family and friends, and
personal prescriptions are one of the main sources of nonmedical opioid abuse.
DisposeRx provides a virtually effortless way for patients to destroy leftover
opioids and a way to do so without ever leaving home.
The innovative disposal solution will now be provided in addition to ongoing
counseling available to Walmart patients on proper opioid use when filling an
opioid prescription at any one of its 4,700 pharmacies nationwide. Now,
pharmacists can also counsel patients on how to use DisposeRx and distribute
an opioid awareness brochure outlining risks and helpful resources.
For more information about the launch of Walmart's opioid disposal solution at
all pharmacy locations, please visit here.

Envision Loudoun Process Continues

Envision Loudoun's preliminary report on public comments related to the draft
vision, goals and objectives were presented to the Envision Loudoun
Stakeholders Committee in August of 2017. A total of 1,712 unique public inputs
were gathered during community workshop sessions held throughout the county.
These workshops focused on community vision, goals and objectives, as well as
areas where the county might consider future residential and commercial
development.
In October of 2017, the Board received an update from County staff regarding
progress of the Stakeholders Committee. As you may have heard, myself and
several of my colleagues, voiced our sincere displeasure with the Committee's
recommendations for the Transition Policy Area (TPA) which we believed were

not in alignment with community input. Since that time, the Committee has
changed course. Additionally, Mr. Yudd (Assistant County Administrator) has
now been tasked with taking over County staff management of the Envision
Loudoun process.
From the beginning of this process I have successfully advocated for the
maintenance of existing protections throughout the Rural Policy Area (RPA), and
that any changes considered provide for increased or expanded protections,
rather than reduced or weakened protections. I'm happy to report that to date,
there have been zero changes supported by the Board that would negatively
affect current protections within the RPA. Additionally, I have asked for
consideration of the following two proposals designed to increase upon current
protections for the RPA:




Creation of a Ridgetop Overlay District designed to protect our mountain
tops from clear-cutting and prevent construction of residential and/or
commercial structures from rising above existing tree tops.
Renaming of RC Zoned parcels located within the TPA and RPA so that
these parcels will no longer be held to the same standard as those
located in the more densely populated Suburban Policy Area.

As many of you know, I have also remained adamantly opposed to efforts
to increase residential density with the TPA. To date, I've successfully
reduced the proposed increase in residential density within the TPA
from more than 18,000 new units down to somewhere between 1,200 and
1,500 new units, and as always, I will continue efforts to reduce this
number even further. I am also happy to announce that the TPA which was
originally identified by the steering committee as the number one targeted
area to receive new growth has now been moved to last on the list and the
RPA is not even listed! We have also changed direction of the
conversation so that future growth will now be based on public input and
available infrastructure rather than unconstrained housing needs
assessments as was previously the case. Additionally, we are now
including input from our Towns regarding the County's Town and JMLA
policies.
Envision Loudoun is now entering Phase 4 of 5, which will process information
collected through the "Listening and Learning" and "Envision the Future" stages
of public engagement. Once this has occurred, the Stakeholders Committee
will prepare its final recommendations for the new Comprehensive Plan. The
draft Plan will then be made available for review through a series of public
workshops likely to be help in May or June of 2018. I will keep you informed
regarding the next round of public input sessions as soon as dates have
been established.

Mark Your Calendar! Community Events and Information

Backyard Woods Workshop: Come out on Tuesday, March
20 (rain date: March 26) 9:00 am - 4:00 pm at 5527 Sullivans
Mill Road in Middleburg to learn techniques of planning &
implementing various land management concepts and
tools. This workshop is FREE and includes the booklet, The
Woods in Your Backyard. Whether you are want to convert lawn
to forest, create wildlife habitat, or provide a useful outdoor
space for your family, this workshop is for you! Click here to
register!
Beer, Bourbon, and the Bordello Bandits: On Saturday,
March 10th at 6:30 pm, the Bordello Bandits will be performing
at the Old Stone School in Hillsboro for an adults only traditional
Roadhouse with BBQ, bourbon, and just the right atmosphere
for dancing. Click here for more details.
Brambleton Kids Run the Nation: The Kids Run the Nation
program is a youth running program with an emphasis on
participation and developing a healthy lifestyle. The program is
currently offered in Brambleton with practices at Legacy
Elementary School, however, participants do NOT need to live in
Brambleton. Click here to learn more or to register.
Blue Ridge Hunt 2018 Point To Point Races: On Sunday,
April 22nd at 12:00 noon, the Blue Ridge Hunt is hosting the
Point to Point Races at Woodley Farm (590 Woodley Lane,
Berryville). General Admission is $25 and includes one program
per car. Click here to visit the website.
George Mason University Offers Free Speakers to
Community Organizations: Is your club or organization
interested in having a speaker? The George Mason University
Mason Speakers program is comprised of over 100 faculty and
staff who provide lectures and guest presentations on hundreds
of topics to organizations and businesses free of charge. Rotary
clubs, retirement communities and businesses have been using
this service for over 20 years. Click here for more information or
contact Sarah Gallagher at 703-993-8761.
Monthly Nature Walks at the Chapman DeMary Trail: The
Purcellville Parks and Recreation Advisory Board invites you
and your family to join them for their new series of monthly
nature walks held the last Sunday of each month from 1:00-3:00
p.m. at the Chapman DeMary Trail behind the building at 205
East Hirst Road in Purcellville. Click here for more information.

Purcellville Town-Wide Cleanup: On Saturday, March 17 from
8 am until 12 pm, the Town of Purcellville is once again
partnering with Keep Loudoun Beautiful for the annual townwide clean-up day. The Town of Purcellville invites all volunteers
to participate in this effort which will include roadside and trail
clean-up. For more information and/or to register, please email
Adam Broshkevitch or Sheryl Hood or call 540-338-7440 ext
221. The rain date for the clean-up will be Saturday, April 7.
Step Sisters' Ribbon Run/Walk 5k: The 11th annual Step
Sisters' Ribbon Run/Walk 5k will be held on Saturday, April 21,
2018 in Brambleton. The Event includes: a certified 5k run/walk,
kids fun run, a performance race shirt, post-race breakfast,
sponsor showcase and more! For more race details, or to
register, please visit the event site here. Be sure to scroll down
for lots of important event information.
All my best,

Tony Buffington
Blue Ridge District Supervisor
tony.buffington@loudoun.gov
Shevaun Hochstetler
Chief of Staff
shevaun.hochstetler@loudoun.gov
Rachael Holmes
Legislative Aide
rachael.e.holmes@loudoun.gov
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